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How interior designer Rachel Winham created a 
riverside apartment with universal appeal

Words MADELEINE HOWELL

The prestigious Riverside Quarter 
development in SW18 boasts its 
very own riverside pier reaching 
out onto the Thames, and is just 

a short walk from Wandsworth Park. If 
it’s not on your radar, it should be. With 
views of both the Thames and 
Hurlingham Park, it’s enviably located 
between Wandsworth Town station and 
East Putney. If trains and tubes are 
getting you down, and you’re not a fully-
fledged member of the cycling brigade, 
it’s worth noting that from here, you can 
catch the MBNA Thames Clipper service 
from the pier and reach London Bridge 
in a mere three quarters of an hour – a 
pleasant commute, if ever there was one. 

Interior designer Rachel Winham 
granted me an audience so I could take a 
peek at her latest project within the 
development, which features a neutral 
palette of luxurious textures and the 
addition of specially commissioned 
artwork. ‘Over the past five years, it’s 
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Playful lighting is a 
welcome addition

gone from being a building site to having 
a real community feel,’ she tells me. 
‘The development is attracting a wide 
range of clientele, from people who want 
to retire and downsize to first-time 
buyers. As a result, our interiors had to 
appeal to a wide market. Our style is 
classic and timeless, but also has a 
contemporary feel. We played with 
lighting and artwork – for example, with 
the porcelain flower wall art in the living 
room,’ she explains.

In the living and dining area, Winham 
has cultivated a space with an ‘effortless’ 
flow, working with the award-winning 
architects behind the development, 
Careyjones Chapmantolcher. ‘People like 
open-plan living these days,’ she 
explains, ‘but it’s still important for 
dining, living, and kitchen space 
respectively to have its own identity.  
You should be able to go from one to   
the other without being obstructed   
by the furniture.’ 

Winham favours a neutral 
palette and commissioned 
artworks
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The full-width French doors leading 
out into the ‘winter garden’ overlooking 
the river are an extension of this 
philosophy. ‘It’s got great views, and 
we’ve used plants, cushions and candles 
to add to the ambience of the space,’ she 
says. Style and comfort go hand in hand, 
and Winham is keen to emphasise that 
functionality is key. 

‘If you’re investing in big pieces like 
sofas and beds, as much as they can be 
aesthetically pleasing, they also need to 
be comfortable,’ she suggests.

Winham also observes an increase in 

Our private clients these 
days will often have 
both a summer and 

winter scheme

season-led design. As our wardrobes 
adapt in line with the seasons, these days 
so too do the stylistic flourishes in our 
homes. ‘As we move into autumn, we’re 
seeing navy blue schemes with burnt 
orange coming into play,’ she notes. 
‘With a neutral palette as a base, people 
are changing their cushions and 
accessories depending on the time of 
year. Our private clients these days will 
often have both a summer and winter 
scheme. If you’re not confident with 
colour, look at the accents in your 
wardrobe, and apply the same to your 
home – even if it’s just in small things.’

 Winham is also a firm believer in 
layering textures, and looks to different 
designers for inspiration for different 
reasons. ‘We love fur in bedrooms in 
particular and I often put timber and 
metals together. Our schemes have quite 
a lot of depth to them.

‘I love David Collins’ pastel-based 
colour schemes, which are classic 
looking, but incorporate contemporary 
detail and metals. Kelly Wearstler is 
another designer I admire, but whose 
designs are completely different to my 
own – her designs are very out-there and 
very bold – but I’ll take inspiration from 
her perhaps when incorporating detail 
into cushions, feature walls or rugs.’ 
With these luxuries on offer, we’ll be 
down by the river before long...

For more information visit riversidequarter.com

Interior designer 
Rachel Winham


